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International Expert Workshop on CITES Non-Detriment Findings

Mexico, November 17th-22nd, 2008

Case Studies Format

The main aim of the workshop is to provide Parties with elements that enhance their understanding of what NDFs are and how they can be formulated. The different approaches and paths followed by Scientific Authorities along the NDF decision-making process will be  presented through case studies which will be analysed and summarised, taking into account the Parties’ experiences (such as the use of the IUCN Checklist and others). 

It has been proposed that the case studies presented at the workshop will cover the main groups of species in Appendix II that are currently and frequently found in international trade (although Appendix I and look-alike cases can be considered if useful). At the same time, case studies are expected to cover most of the different life forms and taxonomic groups of species of both plants and animals included in the CITES Appendices (this can be reflected also in the different types of commodities that are currently traded), and to cover a range of relevant life history strategies and different use regimes.

Case studies will be prepared and documented following the standardised format below including a description of the process and information a country is using to make an NDF for a particular species.

The format is divided in two sections. The fist sections aims to summarize the basic information on the species, its management, utilization and trade, in order to contextualize the case study. Therefore this section should include brief descriptions of the requested information. The second section is the central part of the case study because it aims to present a comprehensive description on the procedure followed to make the non-detriment finding for the species evaluated.

I. Background information on the taxa

Summarize the most relevant information (biology and ecology, conservation status, use and management, trade, legal frame) useful to have a background on the species and its situation. It is not required to include detailed information and could be updated from the species listing proposal. 

1. Biological data

1.1. Scientific and common names: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

1.2. Distribution (Specify the currently known range of the species. If possible, provide information to indicate whether or not the distribution of the species is continuous, or to what degree it is fragmented. If possible, include a map).

1.3. Biological characteristics

1.3.1. Provide a summary of general biological and life history characteristics of the species (e.g. reproduction, recruitment, survival rate, migration, sex ratio, regeneration or reproductive strategies, tolerance toward humans).

1.3.2. Habitat types: Specify the types of habitats occupied by the species and, when relevant, the degree of habitat specificity.

1.3.3. Role of the species in its ecosystem

1.4. Population: 

1.4.1. Global Population size: (Population size may be estimated by reference to population density, having due regard to habitat type and other methodological considerations, or simply inferred from anecdotic data) 

1.4.2. Current global population trends: 

___increasing

____decreasing
____ stable 

____unknown

1.5. Conservation status

1.5.1. Global conservation status (according to IUCN Red List):

	___Critically endangered

___Endangered

___Vulnerable
	___Near Threatened

___Least concern

___ Data deficient


1.5.2. National conservation status for the case study country 

1.5.3. Main threats within the case study country 

___No Threats
___Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced) 

___Invasive alien species (directly affecting the species) 
___Harvesting [hunting/gathering] 
___Accidental mortality (e.g. Bycatch)

___Persecution (e.g. Pest control)

___Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species) 
___Other_______________
___Unknown 
2. Species management within the country for which case study is being presented. 

2.1. Management measures  

2.1.1. Management history 

2.1.2. Purpose of the management plan in place

2.1.3. General elements of the management plan

2.1.4. Restoration or alleviation measures

2.2. Monitoring system

2.2.1. Methods used to monitor harvest

2.2.2. Confidence in the use of monitoring

2.3. Legal framework and law enforcement: Provide details of national and international legislation relating to the conservation of the species.

3. Utilization and trade for range State for which case study is being presented. 

3.1. Type of use (origin) and destinations (purposes) (e.g. commercial, medicinal, subsistence hunting, sport hunting, trophies, pet, food). Specify the types and extent of all known uses of the species. Indicate the extent to which utilization is from captive-bred, artificially propagated, or wild specimens

3.2. Harvest:

3.2.1. Harvesting regime (extractive versus non extractive harvesting, demographic segment harvested, harvesting effort, harvesting method, harvest season)

3.2.2. Harvest management/ control (quotas, seasons, permits, etc.)

3.3. Legal and illegal trade levels: To the extent possible, quantify the level of legal and illegal use nationally and export and describe its nature. 

II. Non-detrimental Finding procedure (NDFs)

Provide detailed information on the procedure used to make the non-detriment finding for the species evaluated.   

1. Is the methodology used based on the IUCN checklist for NDFs? __yes
___no

2. Criteria, parameters and/or indicators used 

3. Main sources of data, including field evaluation or sampling methodologies and analysis used
4. Evaluation of data quantity and quality for the assessment

5. Main problems, challenges or difficulties found on the elaboration of NDF

6. Recommendations
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